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Agricultural Summary 
 

Overall conditions were excellent for field work.  The days suitable for 
work were 5.6 days.  Lack of precipitation and moisture has been a 
concern in some areas.  Livestock continues to do well. 
 

Field Crops Summary 
 
Box Elder reports that the March precipitation was less than half of 
normal and April precipitation has been virtually non-existent.  Recent 
storms produced zero precipitation but cause strong warm winds from 
the south followed by strong cold winds from the north. These winds 
have dried the soil moisture out and the cold temperatures have kept 
anything from growing. Winter wheat in the dry land areas should be 8 
to 12 inches tall and all tillered out by the first of May. Some of the 
wheat on irrigated land in the Bear River Valley looks fair to good. 
Corn producers have begun planting. Producers report that they do not 
have enough soil moisture to sprout corn and will have to wait for a 
storm. There have been a significant number of appraisals completed by 
Federal Crop Insurance Adjustors. Beaver County reports that the 
Townsend Squirrel is taking over the Milford Flat part of the county and 
eating up much of the alfalfa.  Farmers report that the problem has been 
very hard to control and are trying some new ways to take care of the 
problem. Carbon County reports that lack of spring rains is causing 
some concern for spring grass growth on the range.  Moisture in the 
mountains still looks good but cool spring temperatures have slowed the 
snow melt.  Scofield Reservoir storage will be kept low for much 
needed repairs.  Weber County reports that farmers are 2 weeks behind 
normal on alfalfa growth, but the warm weather should help the crop 
progress. Corn planting will begin this week. Emery County reports 
having high winds which are drying out the soil quickly. Major planting 
activities are in full swing and we should have a good irrigation water 
year.  Morgan County reports that the snow is finally off the ground and 
tillage has begun.  Iron county reports that the cold spring temperatures 
have delayed emergence of planted grains and stunted the growth of 
grass on rangeland.  Wayne County reports that cool temperatures are 
holding back the snow packs and alfalfa crop. 
 

Livestock Summary 
 

Box Elder reports that range conditions are also starting to deteriorate. 
Cattle producers are branding and doctoring calves while sheep 
producers with range flocks are just beginning to lamb. Producers are 
concerned about the summer pasture and livestock prices that seem to 
be dropping rapidly.  Carbon County reports calving and lambing has 
gone well for the most part.  The high price of feed has made it very 
difficult to keep horses for recreational purposes and the lack of a horse 
market is making the horse situation even worse.  Summit County 
reports that ranchers are finishing up calving and farm lambing. 
Pastures and alfalfa fields are starting to green up as well as some weed 
spraying taking place in the fields. 
 
 

 
 

Crop Progress 
for Week Ending April 20, 2008 

Item Current 
Week 

Previous 
Week 

Previous 
Year 

5 Year 
Average 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Barley Planted 
Barley Emerged 
Oats Planted 
Oats Emerged 
Spring Wheat Planted 
Spring Wheat Emerged 
Apple Full Bloom 
Apricots Full Bloom 
Pears Full Bloom 
Sweet Cherries Full Bloom 
Tart Cherries Full Bloom 

61 
16 
46 

9 
65 
20 
55 
67 
65 
57 
75 

57 
0 

28 
0 

54 
0 
0 

57 
0 
0 
0 

79 
44 
50 
19 
89 
57 
66 
98 
69 
92 
89 

66 
30 
49 
17 
71 
38 
61 
94 
84 
81 
81 

 
Crop & Livestock Condition 

for Week Ending April 20, 2008 
Item Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Range & Pasture 
Winter Wheat 

4 
18 

17 
25 

49 
25 

22 
30 

8 
2 

 
Livestock Percent 

for Week Ending April 20, 2008 

Item Current 
Week 

Previous 
Week 

Previous 
Year 

5-Year 
Average 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Cows Calved 
Ewes Lambed on Farm 
Ewes Lambed on Range 

82 
79 
34 

76 
78 
21 

87 
89 
46 

86 
88 
49 

 
Soil Moisture 

for Week Ending April 20, 2008 
Item Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Topsoil 
Subsoil 
Stock water supplies 

12 
1 
0 

13 
13 

5 

73 
86 
95 

2 
0 
0 
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